PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

be forced to the unhappy alternative of continuing to
fight, with all the tragic consequences of this. I told them
that the Army was ready to fight to the end, and that
owing to the enormous quantity of explosives there were
in Madrid, the capital of the Republic might have to show
the world a sight which could only be described as
Dantesque, and that the responsibility for it would not
be ours.

The enemy representatives understood these considera-
tions and told me that although surrender would have
to be made unconditionally, the Generalissimo would
undertake to fulfil a programme of concessions outlined in
a document which they handed to me. This was as
follows:

The Generalissimo's Concessions.

1.  Nationalist Spain will hold to the offers of free pardon
which it has made in radio broadcasts and will be
generous to all who have not committed crimes, and
have been deceived into fighting.

2.  For Senior Officers and Officers who voluntarily lay
down their arms without being guilty of the death
of their fellows or of other crimes, apart from being
given their lives, benevolence shall be exercised in
proportion to the significance and efficiency of the
service which in the last moments of war they shall
give to the cause of Spain, or in proportion to the
smallness of their activity and their malice during
the war.
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